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CIRCUIT DIARY

Apr 5 Sat 12.00pm Monday School and Lazers Craft Afternoon at 
Thornborough Village Hall

19 Sat 10.00am District Synod meets at Wendover
7.30pm Springtime Variety Concert at Steeple Claydon

14 Thu 7.30pm Salvation Army Songsters in Concert at Towcester
27 Sun 6.00pm Network Easter Offering Service at Brackley

(tea at 4.30pm)
May 16 Fri - 19 Tue President of Conference visits the District

17 Sat 9.30am Plant Sale at Brackley
31 Sat 11.00amFeast of Nations at St Andrew’s, Northampton

Jun 11 Wed 7.30pm Local Preachers meet at Brackley
13  Fri - 15 Sun Circuit Prayer Weekend
14 Sat Circuit Vocations Day
21 Sat Summer Fayre at Towcester
28 Sat 7.00pm Music Concert at Thornborough

Jul 3 Thu - 10 Thu Conference meets at Scarborough
Sep 6 Sat 6.30pm Welcome to Revd Paul Howes at Bicester
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A CALL TO PRAY
DIFFERENTLY

Persevere in Prayer
The Circuit invites all its
churches and members to take
part again in a Prayer Week-
end, Friday 13 to Sunday 15
June.  Choosing a weekend
acknowledges that different
days might suit different
churches.

Our inspiration might be these
words from Paul: Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer.  Con-
tribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to
strangers (Rom 12:12-13).

We would suggest at least one
of the following:

Prayer Walks  These are a
different way to pray that get
us out into the community.
Those who are immobile can
be included by visiting them
en route, the prayer, indoors

or out among the significant
areas of the community, can
be discreet and unthreatening.

Open Churches  This can
permit those in the church to
pray for those on the walks,
possibly meeting together at
the beginning or end for both
prayer and refreshments.
Aids to prayer can be made
readily available.

We could use these occasions
to pray for our community,
our nation, our world; our
church, circuit, connexion;
contemporary issues of hous-
ing, education, health, peace
and justice.

Pre-arranged events will be
co-ordinated and publicised
so that we can support each
others’ events.  May they
prove a blessing to all.

Nick Young
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Building at Steeple Claydon
The Extension at Steeple Claydon is now
complete, except for the fitting of a fire-
proof shutter to the hatch.
We have been very fortunate with our
builder, who has done a really good job for
us.
We now have a small but well-appointed
kitchen, in white and blue, with a double
oven and integral fridge.  Also leading off
from the newly-decorated School-room is a
spacious WC suitable for the Disabled, and
some much-needed furniture storage. We
are looking forward to using our enhanced
facilities to host Lunches, Coffee Mornings
and Social events, and also intend to adver-
tise the room for hire to help bring in rev-
enue. Our official opening is being planned
for Sunday May 18th.

On Saturday 19 April at 7.30pm Steeple
Claydon is hosting a Springtime Variety
Concert featuring The Willingtones Ensem-
ble and guest artist our own Nick Young.
Tickets at £5 will include refreshments and
can be had, before 17 April, from Marian
Gardner (01296 713227).

Building at Thornborough
All outside building and plastering of walls
is now complete; fittings and floor covering
are awaited; all should be finished by May.

The folk at Thornborough are exchanging
ideas about what might be possible with the
improved facilities.  They are talking of
lunchefor the elderly, parent and toddler
group, youth club and youth prayer group.

There will be an opportunity to view the
finished works and contribute towards their
cost at the Music Concert at 7.00pm on
Saturday 28 June.  The programme will be
filled by local talent from children, parents

and across the Circuit.  Tickets (£5 adult,
£2.50 child and £12.50 family) are avail-
able from Ann Cassidy (01280 812277).

Building at Gawcott
Tenders for the alteratons andimprovements
at Gawcott were much higher than antici-
pated and so a revised and scaled-down
scheme has been resubmitted to tender and
responses are awaited in the near future.

A Pastoral Worker for Gaw-
cott, Steeple Claydon and
Thornborough

Always looking to enhance the ministry in
the circuit, we are progressing with a pro-
ject to find a pastoral worker to work with
Revd Steve Fisher in Gawcott, Steeple
Claydon and Thornborough.

It was often said what a heavy workload
Rev Norman Hooks had - and he is a
Methodist minister used to working with a
group of churches!  As a URC minister,
Steve's focus must be on Well Street.
Whilst he will have the ministerial oversight
for the chapels, his arrival is the opportunity
to seek the extra help a lay worker will
provide - especially useful given the
chapels' building projects and the new mis-
sion opportunities open to us.

Please pray for this project, for Steve and
for the life of our village churches.

Nick Young

The Circuit calendar: a re-
minder
You can now check important circuit dates
on the circuit website

(www.bbbcircuit.org.uk).  If you wish to
add any events to the calendar please con-
tact Malcolm Wainwright (01280 703997;
malcolm-w@talktalk.net).

A new Student
Youth Worker at
Brackley

Natalie Kennaugh, pro-
nounced ‘keen-yuck’, has
moved into Brackley from
the sunnier climes of New

Zealand to take up a two year appointment

as a Student Youth Worker, a partnership
enterprise between the Methodist and
Brackley Community Church.

Natalie will work with the young people
within the two churches, as well as engag-
ing with the young people of the town,
whilst at the same time studying for her
Masters Degree in Missional Leadership;
she has her work cut out!

We are pleased to have her with us, and
look forward to working together in sharing
the gospel with the young people of our
town.

Pastoral Worker required in North Buckinghamshire

Reporting to the local Methodist / URC Minister, and working alongside
Anglican Clergy you will be responsible for the pastoral support and
outworking of each church’s vision and ministry.

You will be a committed Christian, dynamic, and enthusiastic at the
prospect of reaching new people for Christ. A people person, with a
heart for mission and be committed to ecumenical partnerships.

Initially a three year appointment, package includes:
· £6, 552 per annum
· 18 hour week
· 15 days annual leave
· Sickness benefit

For more information about the position contact Rev Steve Fisher on
01280 813862, or for an application form please write to Michael
Brookes, c/o Well Street United Church Office, 19 Well Street, Bucking-
ham, MK18 1ET.

This post is exempt from the provisions of the Rehabilitation of Offend-
ers Act 1974. The requirement for a Christian is a Genuine Occupa-
tional Qualification; the appointment is subject to satisfactory safe-
guarding disclosure or registration with the Independent Safeguarding
Authority.


